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Although this booklet describes itself as a “souvenir program” on page 7, in fact it contains very 

little information about the Fifth World Orchid Conference, held at Long Beach, California, 

April 13-22, 1966, and nothing at all about the program.  The dates of the conference appear 

once, on the inside of the back cover, and the body of the volume includes an organizational 

table, a list of donors, a notice about the “designer” of the conference (Victor H. Pinkney Jr.), 

and a few advertisements from “official” vendors, such as American Express Travel, etc.  The 

booklet might have been intended for inclusion in the pre-conference information packet mailed 

to registrants.  The “organization chart” on [page 5] lists Mr. Melville M. Strann in charge of 

“Advertising & Souvenir Program”.  The limited information about the conference is similar to 

that included in a three-fold registration mailer dated in July, 1965, of which two copies are 

preserved in the Arboretum collections. 

 

One remarkable feature of the booklet is that it contains some very significant articles by well-

known experts that seem not to have been published elsewhere.  Foremost in this category is the 

article on Modern Phalaenopsis by Robert Ernst [pp. 47-54], whose contributions to orchid 

biology and in vitro culture are well known.  Less well known is the fact that he served as an 

Orchid Digest Corporation judge, notably at the South Coast Orchid Society judging site in Long 

Beach.  He clearly knew his Phalaenopsis, including chromosome numbers and their 

significance in the development of superior hybrids, pedigrees of important hybrids, and recent 

awards. 

 

Another feature of note is the inclusion of a great number of advertisements from orchid 

nurseries and related specialties, some of national or international importance, but many from 

Southern California that have long since disappeared.  Of these, we recognize some from the 

early newsletters of South Coast Orchid Society – such as Clark Day Jr., the Frickers, Arthur 

Freed Orchids, etc.  But there are some we had never heard of before. 
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